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Christ's vicar was the supreme and infallible head of
the Church, and that an excommunicated Prince
was a tyrant, to whom his subjects not only owed
no allegiance, but whom any might lawfully slay.

To the charges of having violated every condition
imposed upon them when admitted into the king-
dom, of aiming at the subversion of the national
laws in Church and State, of instigating rebellion
and assassination, were added those other accusa-
tions to which, whether more or less founded, it has
been the misfortune of the Order to be at all times
exposed.

The counsel of the parochial clergy dwelt on
the sinister characteristic which distinguished the
Jesuits from other monastic bodies. The statutes
and rules of the older Orders were fixed and
immutable, while theirs could be changed or sus-
pended by their superiors as season, place and
circumstances might be thought to require. Yet
so great was the influence of the Order, so numer-
ous and powerful their friends, that they probably
would have escaped condemnation but for an event
which excited great popular feeling against them.

On November 27 (1594) after the King, on his
return from a journey, had entered the house of
Gabrielle d'Estrees, a young man slipped in, unper-
ceived among the crowd of courtiers, rushed forward
and struck at him with a knife. The blow might
have been fatal if at the very moment Henry had
not stooped forward to raise two gentlemen who had
been presented to him and who were kneeling, ac-
cording to custom, to clasp his knees. As it was,